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Chris Johnson ï April 15
th

 
 

Turning a Pepper Grinder 
 
Chris decided to turn a pepper grinder 
out of walnut for his FIRST demo for the 
club.  Chris, we salute you for your 
contribution to the club.   
 

 

He mounted a 3 square inch piece of 
walnut between centers.  He indicated 
that you could use a piece of stock 2 İò 
or 3ò, but the three inch gives you more 
latitude to be creative. 

 

 
 

Using a spindle roughing gouge, he 
shaped the stock round and created a 
tenon to mount it in a chuck.   
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After remounting the piece in the chuck, 
Christ then did his beads and coves 
thing and created the shape he wanted 
the grinder to be.   
 

 
 
At this point he was ready to start drilling 
the center to receive the grinder.  Using 
a Forstner Bit, he first drilled a hole İò 
deep to mount the base of the grinder.  
Then he proceeded to drill a 1 İò hole 
through the stock for the grinder and the 
shaft that turns the grinder.   
 

 
 
Once that was accomplished he then 
worked on the shape of walnut stock to 
obtain the finished shape of the housing. 
 

 
 

 
 
Now it was time to use a parting tool to 
separate the body from the top and 
finish drilling the hole for the grinder.  He 
then drilled the hole in the top to receive 
the grinder top.   
 

 
 
Chris then ensured that the top and 
body was able to turn smoothly and he 
finished shaping the top of the grinder. 
He used extended jaws to hold the top 
while he shaped it.   
 

 



Rather than bore us to sleep, he 
decided to take the grinder back to the 
shop and sand it to a finished product.  
After that is done, he will mount the 
grinder hardware and put finish on the 
product. 
 
Chris, thank you very much for an 
Outstanding demo.  We appreciate your 
stepping up and helping the club. 
 

 

__________ 
 
 Jay Eklund ï May 2

nd
 
 

 

Turning a Segmented Pen 

Jay began his demo by discussing 
turning both regular and segmented 
pens.  He discussed the components in 
making pens such as all the different 
types of pen kits, use of the different 
sizes of bushings needed for the 
respective kits, drill bits, etc. 
 
He made us aware of the valuable asset 
available to us which us YouTube where 
we can find educational videos on 
making pens.  Thatôs where he found 
the concept of making a segmented 
pen. 

 
 
He gave us an overview of the steps 
involved with making pens and made us 
aware that with each pen kit there is a 
detailed plan provided.  This detailed 
plan provides total guidance in the 
making of the pen from beginning to 
putting finish on the completed project. 
 
Jay had made a segmented pen using a 
gift card to enhance the seams between 
the glued pieces.  This evening he 
decided to experiment (a brave man 
indeed to experiment during a demo) 
with pieces of an aluminum soda pop 
can. 
 

 
 
So, he started the project by using Ĳò x 
Ĳò scraps of walnut and maple and 
cutting them at an angle on his band 
saw and then sanding the cuts to ensure 
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they were smooth.  On one half he used 
the reliable gift card plastic and glued 
the pieces of walnut and maple with the 
card using CA glue.   
 

 
 
He shaped them using the sander so 
that all materials were uniform.  Then he 
glued the other half of the pen using the 
strips of aluminum following the same 
sanding and gluing procedure.  
 

 
 
Next came the drilling of the two pieces 
with a size bit that accommodates the 
brass tubes.   
 

 

 
He sanded the tubes so the glue would 
adhere better and glued them in with  
medium CA glue and spritzed them with 
activator so he could immediately use 
the barrel trimmer and make the ends 
square and even with the tubes.  
 

 
 
He then mounted  the pieces on the pen 
mandrel.  In the process of mounting the 
pieces, he used the appropriate 
bushings necessary to size the blanks to 
the pieces of the pen kit.  
 

 
 
Jay used a spindle roughing gouge to 
shape the blanks almost even with the 
bushings then used his easy wood tool 
he made to refine the surface and 
sanded the blanks.   
 

 



Once sanded he then used thin CA glue 
to put on several coats of finish.  Then 
he sanded the CA finish with sanding 
pads up to 12,000 grit. 
 

 
 
Using the directions provided with the kit 
he assembled the pen into a great 
example of a segmented pen 
embellished with decorative seam 
materials.  It really looks great. 
 
Finished Demo Pen: 
 

 
 
Thanks Jay for an Excellent demo and 
all your time and effort associated in 
doing the demo. 

 

Editorôs Note:  There is a wealth of 

information on the web site of Kurt 

Hertzog on turning pens.  He is a 

master turner of pens: 
 

http://www.kurthertzog.com/demos.htm 

 __________ 

 
 

 
 
The following is quoted from the KRTV 

News Web Site: 
 

History Museum announces 
Legacy Award recipients   
 

Great Falls ï Several Great Falls 
community leaders were recognized on 
Wednesday for their efforts in 
preserving Montana history. 
 
Museum organizers say each year they 
present ñlegacy Awardsò to individuals, 
organizations or businesses that have 
shaped and preserved Cascade County 
and north central Montana History.   
 
Paul Snyder received the first 
ñSpecial Museum Awardò this year for 
his work as a volunteer over the past 10 
years on the board of directors and the 
museumôs building committee. 
 
Snyder says he worked at the 
Stumptown Historical Museum and 
Society in Whitefish for a decade before 
volunteering time at the history museum 
in Great Falls. 
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ñIt just seemed like the logical thing, I 
grew up over in eastern Montana and 
Montana history has always been 
important to me and I liked this part of 
the state and I just seemed to fit where I 
would be involved here,ò said Snyder 

 __________ 
 

 
  
A very special thanks to Roger 
Wayman for initiating and taking charge 
of Rewarding First Time Demonstrators 
by ordering, paying for and presenting 
the great T-Shirts and/or cups. Hereôs 
the first T-Shirt awarded to Chris 
Johnson: 
 

 

 __________ 

 
Thanks to Paul Snyder for the great 
pictures of the demo and instant gallery. 

 __________ 

 

A special thanks to Dirk Johnson for 
ordering the new TV stand and to 
Chuck Kuether for his assistance in 
assembling the stand and mounting the 
new TV. 

 __________ 
 

 

 __________ 
 

 
 

Info Tip ï Tom Krajacich 
 
Headache with Woodturning 
 

 
 
Do you ever get done turning, and 
notice a headache from it. No, I donôt 
mean like doing the math to figure out 
sizing of segmented bowls or their 
segment length. I mean that the 
headbands in even good quality face 
shields or helmets are not very good. 
The headbands are usually very thin, 
and donôt add much comfort. I solved 
this problem recently with the purchase 
of welding helmet sweatbands from 
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